Chapter 1
SPKKDING UP SHAKESPEARE
Reverence for our great heritage does much
toward keeping the cream of Shakespeare on
the board*, but his own unique plasticity does
mote. Age cannot stale nor custom wither his
infinite variety* whether inherent or potential,
Nat nil the efforts of the most frcakislMninded
or the understanding of producers an
wholly nullify hia perennial appeal It is largely
due to hw aecommwlatmg technique that every
generation or fttt of playgoers gets the kind of
Shakespeare it deserves So far is he the touch-
stone of prevailing taste that for one to quarrel
with the quality of current Shakespearean reprc-
sentation would be as good u moaning that
the times were out of joint, to that
it is idle to do more than note the correlations!.
We are all now the              victims of a blind,
mysterious force which Insistently               itself
in an                rage for         for
and        are few of our             which are not
in                                         by that irresistible,